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From: Grace Buchmayer, Diocesan Communications Chair

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”  

                                                                         (Ephesians 4:29)

Hello and Happy New Year! I hope you are keeping warm in this particularly cold Winter. I'm sure your
council  has hit the ground running in 2019 planning all  sorts of great activities. Which makes this is  a
perfect time to refresh your membership contact information. Your Organization Chair has a copy of this
information, so you can cross reference with what you are using. The next step is to send a confirmation
email, or a phone call to those without email, to make sure you are still reaching all your sisters in your
council.  I  have  often  heard  the  sad  comment  from  ex-members  that  they  were  never  contacted  to
participate. What a shame it would be to loose members due to outdated contact information.

How do you connect with your sisters in the League? In person, by phone, by email, a newsletter, a bulletin
board, perhaps a link on your parish's website, or a combination these? To connect with every one of them
you will probably need to use more than one approach, but remember that nothing beats a one-to-one
connection. At least once a year we should reach out to each member and have a little chat. When I say
'we' I mean anyone on the parish CWL executive. If each officer called a few members every month you'd
probably be done before the end of the year, and just think how great those seldom seen members would
feel after a sister reached out to have a chat with them.

Your executive will hear this from their diocesan counterparts, but it bears repeating. Try to make use of the
Diocesan League Development Fund by applying for a special event or attending a convention financial
assistance for your members. The deadline is April 1, so sharpen your pencils and download the application
from the website to get started. 

If  your CWL council  is  putting on a special  event that you would like your sisters in the League across
Ottawa to attend, let me know so I can post your information on the Ottawa CWL website. Don't forget the
secret handshake when we meet. If you're reading this and not swatting flies with it, please click here to say
'Hi' and be counted. I'd love to hear about the innovative ways you are communicating with your members.
Perhaps I can share them with other Communications Chairs on the diocesan website. I look forward to
hearing from you. Until then, take care and God bless.

Ottawa CWL Website:  http://www.ottawa.cwl.on.ca/index.html
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